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SONLIGHT CHURCH’S 
REFORMED WORSHIP VALUES

1)  GOD-CENTERED
Worship is ultimately centered upon the Glory of God. God is to be the most important 

audience of our cooperate worship. He is to the end of all our attention, all our praise, and 

all our prayers. 1 The purpose of our worship is to glorify God and enjoy Him together as 

a community. Thus, we seek to orient our communal worship towards God and shape our 

worship to display who He is.

2)  GOSPEL-SATURATED 
Gospel-saturated worship is worship that is theologically sound, centered on God, and 

saturated with the glorious truth of the gospel throughout the service. Gospel-saturated 

worship informs and shapes not only the song choice, but the entire structure of worship 

gatherings. Every aspect of the service should reflect the goodness of our God and bring 

honor to His name. 2 The reason we seek to saturate each service with the truth of the gospel 

is that the place that we see God most gloriously displayed is in the Cross of Christ. 3 If God, 

then, is most glorified at the cross by showing himself to be both the Just and Justifier of 

the ungodly it follows that the gospel should be what we are most focused on proclaiming 

throughout our worship services.  4 Furthermore, we recognize that we need to be constantly 

reminded of the glorious truth of the gospel, and therefore it is essential that our communal 

worship services are gospel saturated.

3)  THEOLOGICALLY SOUND 
Theologically sound worship is worship that seeks to declare the glory, majesty, and beauty  

of the Triune God as he has revealed himself to us in Scripture and professed in our 

reformed creeds and confessions. Theologically sound worship is relentlessly focused on 

God as it declares the glorious truth of the gospel. Theologically sound worship is vital 

because speaking ill or incorrectly about God robs God of his glory and us of our joy. As St. 

Augustine’s Confessions states: “You formed us for yourself, oh Lord, and our hearts are 

restless until they rest in you.” 5 Our rest in God, therefore is what satisfies our souls as well 

as gives the ultimate glory to God. For this to happen, we must know who God is, and we 

must know what God is like. To speak ill of God, then, both miss lead individuals away from 

that which will ultimately give their hearts rest, as well as robs God of his Glory. In light of 

this, worship at Sonlight seeks to make known the True God over the Universe as revealed 

through His Word and is attested to by the reformed creeds and confessions. 6
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4)  FORMATIVE 
Formative worship is worship that intentionally seeks to shape our lives through transforming 

our hearts by the power of the gospel. Proverbs 4:23 states: “Above all else, guard your heart, 

for everything you do flows from it.” Here we learn that all that we are, all that we  

hope for, and all that we do in our lives stems from our heart. 7What we love the most, we  

will give our lives to. A formative service, then, aims to transform our hearts in two ways. 

First, by making God more beautiful, attractive, and desirable than any other things in the 

world (idols). Second, by intentionally using dynamic elements in the service that involved 

not just the head, but the body. What you do with your body shapes what we love. Formative 

worship ultimately seeks to help us grow.

5)  EMOTIONALLY INTELLIGENT 
Emotionally Intelligent worship takes seriously the vast range of people’s emotions. In 

scripture, especially the Psalms we are called to communicate with God using the whole 

range of emotions. We bring our whole selves and whole lives before God. We seek to focus  

on the scope of the gospel and who God is and how that affects us (our emotions). This 

means creating different spaces in the service to meet people’s emotions such as singing, 

prayer (praise, lament, confession), meditating on a scripture verse, enhancing our 

relationship with God.

6)  INTENTIONAL 
An intentional service is when every element/moment in a service serves a greater purpose. 

There is never a moment in the worship service that does not aim to both move the 

service forward as well as feed into the grand gospel narrative of the service. When this is 

accomplished a worshipper will experience the service as being a continual unified flow.

7)  SPIRIT-LED 
Spirit-Led worship is worship that is authentic and honest, acknowledging our need for God. 

It rests on God and seeks to be led by the Spirit in worship planning and leading. It is an act 

of humility as we recognize that without God we will never taste see that He is good. It is an 

act of trust as we trust that God will make himself known to us, especially through his Word. 

Finally, it is rooted in the word. Those who lead worship—from congregational singing to the 

sermon—seek to be attentive to God, know his word well, and utilize it in both planned and 

extemporaneous ways.

8)  LAY PARTICIPATION 
Lay participation has been a vital part of Sonlight’s worship identity over the years. There are 

two elements to lay participation: (a) those who are leading the worship service and (b) those 

who are participating in the worship service. It is our desire to increase involvement in both 

those who are involved giving members the opportunity to use their gifts for the Lord, as well 

as increase the participation within the service by the congregation as a whole. 
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9)  BELONGING 
Worship is to create a sense of belonging for both the long time Sonlighter’s as well as the 

new attendees. Our worship of God together on Sunday is a communal act as we gather 

before God as his covenant people. With this in mind, we strive to create a sense of belonging 

among members of our community in such a way that it invites others in. 

10) MISSIONAL 
Evangelism begins with worship. Selling one’s possession and giving money to the poor begins 

with worship. Loving one’s neighbor as yourself begins with worship. When our hearts are 

captivated with wonderment for God, we become joyfully set-free to make much of God by 

denying ourselves and fulfilling His great commission to go and make disciples.

1 D. A. Carson, on the centrality of God-Centeredness: “The only thing of transcendent importance 
to human beings is the knowledge of God. This knowledge does not belong to those who endlessly 
focus on themselves. Those who truly come to know God delight just to know him. He becomes 
their center. They think of him, delight in him, boast of him. They want to know more and more 
what kind of God he is. As they learn that he is the God “who exercises kindness, justice, and 
righteousness on earth,” naturally they want those same values to prevail - not because their egos 
are bound up with certain arbitrary notions of, say, “justice,” but because their center is God, and 
they take their cues from him and his character. They boast in him . . . For the better we know 
God, the more we will want all of our existence to revolve around him, and we will see that the 
only goals and plans that really matter are those that are somehow tied to God himself, and to our 
eternity with him. Did not Jesus tell his followers to store up for themselves treasures in heaven?” 
D. A. Carson, The Cross And Christian Ministry, 32-33.

 2 A service could look like this:

1. Call to Worship and Songs to praise and celebrate who God is.

2. Coincided with prayers of adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication.

3. Scripture reading is speaking the truth from His Holy word.

4. Preaching the truth of whatever scripture is chosen for the service from the Holy Bible.

5. Serving of the elements. Reminding us that God sent His only Son to die on  
 a cross, that we may be forgiven of our sin through His grace and mercy, and  
 worship Him eternally when He returns.

3 Romans 3:21-26: “21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:23 for all have sinned and fell short of 
the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 
show God’s righteousness because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It 
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus.” 
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4 The Gospel is most clearly defined in Romans 5:8 – 9 where Paul states: 8, but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now 
been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. Tim Keller 
describes the centrality of the Gospel: The gospel is described in the Bible in the most astounding 
terms. Angels long to look into it all the time (1 Peter 1:12). It does not simply bring us power, but 
it is the power of God itself, for Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power 
of God for salvation” (Rom.1:16). It is also the blessing of God with benefits that accrue to anyone 
who comes near (1 Cor. 9:23). It is even called the very light of the glory of God itself: “they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ... For God... [has] made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”  
(2 Cor. 4:4, 6). After the gospel has regenerated us and we are converted,  

it is the instrument of all continual growth and spiritual progress: “All over the world this gospel 
is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 
understood God’s grace in all its truth” (Col. 1:6). Here we learn several things: (1) The gospel is 
a living thing (cf. Rom 1:16), like a seed or a tree that brings more and more new life—bearing 
fruit and growing. (2) The gospel is “planted” in us so as to bear fruit only as we understand 
its greatness and implications deeply—understood God’s grace in all its truth. (3) The gospel 
continues to grow in us and renew us throughout our lives—as it has been doing since the day  
you heard it. Tim Keller, The Centrality of the Gospel, 1 – 2.
 
5 Saint Augustine, The Confessions, Book 1, Paragraph 2

6 C. S. Lewis on the importance of being Theologically Sound: “Everyone has warned me not to tell 
you what I am going to tell you in this last book. They all say `the ordinary reader does not want 
Theology; give him plain practical religion.’ I have rejected their advice. I do not think the ordinary 
reader is such a fool. Theology means ‘the study of God,’ and I think any person who wants to think 
about God at all would like to have the clearest and most accurate ideas about Him which  
is available to them…” C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Book 4, ‘On the Trinity.’
 
7 James K. A. Smith in Desiring the Kingdom states, “Liturgies aim our love to different ends 

precisely by training our hearts through our bodies.”


