
THEOLOGICAL VISION FOR WORSHIP 

 

 
The corporate worship of the gathered people of God, called together by His Word, has always 
been the heartbeat of the Church. From the garden of Adam and Eve to the city in the Revelation 
of heaven of the apostle John, God initiates with his people, calling them and wooing them into 
communion with the Trinity, to share in the joy and love contained only within the Godhead.1 
Christian worship is, in fact, our participation through the Spirit in the Son’s communion with 
the Father, in his vicarious life of worship and intercession.2 This Christ-mediated worship drives 
our human-ness, gathers us as the local-embodiment of the Church, forms our hearts into the 
image of Christ, and sends us out on mission, launched into the world, for the life of the world. 
 
Worship: The Most Human Thing We Do 
 
Human beings are creatures of love and desire, created to worship. Rightly-ordered Christian 
worship is bound up with the point of creation, and a renewal of the mandate in creation: to be 
(re)made in God’s image and then sent as his image bearers to and for the world.3 We are put on 
earth to reflect the God in whose image we are made and to be in communion with God. Only in 
the worship of God do we find our shalom, do our restless hearts find rest, safely in the lovingly 
receptive embrace of our Creator. 
 
Worship: The Grace Which Brings Life 
 
At the pinnacle of Christian corporate worship, the Lord’s Supper beckons the Christian come 
and receive the grace freely offered by Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross and his glorious 
resurrection. Throughout the Scripture, God’s pattern for how He is to be worshiped is 
consummated in a meal together with His people.4 As mentioned above, communion is the 
reason for God’s creation of His people, and the re-creation of the same is the point of Christ’s 
atonement for our sin. The Lord's Supper calls the Christian to a life of broken-hearted 
joyfulness in remembrance, celebratory longing, and creates a life-ordering vision for eternal rest 
and joy with God. 
 
Worship: The Hub of the Ecclesiastical Wheel 
 
The corporate gathering of the church for worship is and has always been “ground zero” for 
declaring and demonstrating the liberating power of the gospel. Because all fuel for ministry and 
mission is to be found in the gospel, and because the gospel is something ordained by God to be 
preached, heard, and received first and foremost in the worship service, our worship therefore 
becomes the nucleus of the Church. It is where the declaration from God, “It is finished,” is most 
clearly heard, relieving burdens so that disciples are formed and freed to demonstrate and 
witness this life-changing work to others.5 From the Garden of Eden to the present day (and 
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indeed for eternity), the Church has always functioned with corporate worship at its center, a 
spinning wheel with many spokes, but always with a sturdy and robust hub made of gospel-
centric, covenant-reminding, Word-proclaiming gathered worship. Without robust corporate 
worship at the center of the life of the church, the church collapses in on itself, unable to sustain 
or fuel the weight of the whole. God’s call on the week to week schedules of His people, His call 
to gather in worship, is the very thing, without which, there would be no Church, local or 
universal. 
 
Worship: The Forming Hand of the Potter on Clay Hearts 
 
The Church has long held to the principle of “Lex orandi, lex credendi,” that is that (loosely 
translated) “the law of praying is the law of believing” or “prayer leads to belief” or “liturgy 
leads to theology.” In our services, we help people answer the question, “How do I approach 
God?” Every worship service consistently shapes the faith of God’s people by training them on 
what relating to God looks like. Each and every Sunday, we put words into people’s mouths that 
become the language they will use to relate to God the other six days of the week. Additionally, 
corporate worship provides a repertoire of Spirit-filled practices (participating in both body and 
mind in the re-telling of the gospel story through the liturgy, preaching, and the Supper) which 
grab hold of us on a gut-level and capture our imaginations, recalibrating our hearts toward 
patterns of desire and behavior which are increasingly Christ-like.6 
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